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3RD SUNDAYMM

Worship Service of Holy Communion
December 13, 2020

Trinity Lutheran Church
812 N. Fifth St.
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and
enlightened by God’s grace.
We serve God by serving others.



Welcome and Announcements

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness (Read Responsively)

P Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Confession Song Gather Us In Hymnal #532 - Instrumental

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

*Lighting of the Advent Candle

P We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this
wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in
need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and

whose day draws near.

C Amen.
3 Candles are Lit
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Hymn Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ~ Hymnal #240, verse 3
(printed on p. 19 this bulletin)  Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild

*Praver of the Day

P Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears
to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may
testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
The Word

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued
to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in
Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for
those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn.

IThe spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who
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mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his
glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations.

8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. °Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 1°I will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteous-
ness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns

herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a



garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause

righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126 (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.)

TWhen the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who
dream.

2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of
joy; then it was said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things
for them."

3The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
’May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come

home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of
continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the
hope of Christ’s coming.

16Rejoice always, 7pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit.
20Do not despise the words of prophets, ?'but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; ??abstain from every form of evil.

ZMay the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

L  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation Alleluia Verse

(Congregation will read)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



*Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28

John's gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is
presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to
Christ, the true light.

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

9This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 2’He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 2!And they asked him,
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “ Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 2°He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “‘Make straight the way

of the Lord,”” as the prophet Isaiah said.



24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 2>They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, ?the one who is coming after me; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Pastor Dan Forsgren

*Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Hymnal #249
(printed on p. 20 this bulletin)  Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild

*Confession of Faith Apostles” Creed
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he



ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pravers of the People

A God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church
with the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of
bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all
people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship.
Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

A God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for

all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals
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and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of
nature to make their living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of
righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be present with the
leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of
righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their
actions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when
our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this
congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in
times of need, especially Family & Friends of Diana Bumpus, Lt. Col.
Sarah Brehm, Linda Seitz, Lee Ray, Michael Mundt, Ron McCray,
Loretta Olson, Jim McDonnell, Marion Keating, Sally English, June

Gittel, Delores Luttropp, Mavis Fuchs, and Susan Kirkpatrick. Gather
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all people in your healing embrace. Make your church a place of refuge

and healing. Hear us, O God.

C  Your mercy is great.

A God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We
pray for people who have been displaced from their homes by fire,
flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World
Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations
in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God.

A For what else do the people of God celebrate and pray?

C  Your mercy is great.

P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Sharing the Peace

P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

Offering

Musical Offering
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Offering Pravyer

P Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in
every season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world
will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.

C Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise

The Preface

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the

promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
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new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C Holy, Holy, Holy ~ (Congregation will read)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
heav'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling
among us, full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.
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P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

C Come, Holy Spirit.

P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God Hymnal p. 154 - Instrumental
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The Lord’s Supper

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace. The Lord is Host. We are the Guests. All
are invited to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and
cup. Grape juice (light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a
server. The communion cups will be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other
space left open to allow you to take without touching neighboring cups. Bread will
be pre-cut. You will walk up to the altar steps to receive bread and wine, with no
kneeling at the front. Communion servers will wear masks and gloves.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:

The body of Christ given for you
The blood of Christ shed for you
And you may respond: Amen

Post-Communion Praver

P Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and
we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your
boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s

needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Blessing
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you

peace.

C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn People, Look East Hymnal #248
(printed on p. 21 this bulletin) Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild

*Dismissal

P Goin peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

*Postlude
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Sing verse 3
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you as our Sav - or, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - in, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more; oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad td - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way  like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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People, Look East

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth i1s bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,

plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,

bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,

life to earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo -ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord 1s com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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