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Worship Service 
for 

December 11, 2022,  9:00am 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
812 N. Fifth St. 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
(208) 664-5743 

 
Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and 

enlightened by God’s grace.   
We serve God by serving others. 
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Prelude                  

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness   (Read Responsively) 

P If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive 

our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 Most Merciful God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and 

in truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our 

light and our truth. Amen. 

P  With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 

C Thanks be to God! 

*Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…. of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
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Candle Lighting Music 

 

Responsive Litany Candle Lighting    (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.) 

P  Advent is a time to celebrate the joy of living. 

C  Lord of light, we thank you for the gift of life. 

P  Advent is a time to celebrate the joy of relationships. 

C  Lord of light, we thank you for our friends and family 

P  Advent is a time to celebrate the earth we all share. 

C  Lord of light, we thank you for providing for our needs. 

P  Advent is a time to celebrate eternal light. 

C  Lord of light, we thank you for sending a Savior. 

Candle Lighting 

Today we light three candles – the candle of hope, of peace, and the candle of joy. This 

third candle reminds us that because of our Lord, we have reasons to be truly joyful.  

The world around us is filled with surprise and beauty. Our cups overflow with  
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goodness and grace, and we rejoice in the promise of eternal life. 

*Prayer of the Day 

P Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 

your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Word 

First Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10                                          Pew Bible p. 649 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 
God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
 

  1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and  

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

  3Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who 

are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

  5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning 

sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 

shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 

travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be  
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found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 146:5-10  (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.)  

5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their 

God, 

6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith 

forever; 

7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets 

the prisoners free; 

8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

9The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the 

way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the 

LORD! 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading:  James 5:7-10                               Pew Bible p. 1102 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather 
than discontent. 
 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be  
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judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 

patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation                 Alleluia Verse            Hymnal p. 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

*Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11                                         Pew Bible p. 887 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). 
From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response 
indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 
 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who 

takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did 

you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 

you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are 

in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 

more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
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11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                     - Pastor Dan Forsgren 

*Hymn of the Day              Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn         Hymn #242 
   (printed on p. 13 of this bulletin) 

Confirmation of Faith      Apostles’ Creed          Hymnal p. 105 

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the  

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People  

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

A Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to 

magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the 

Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered 

and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse 

polluted air and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, 

in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all 

who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in 

conflict. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of 

worry, illness, or loss especially Micah Price, Nick Taskey, Heather Wilson, 

Jonnie Dempsey, Mavis Moore, Wes Deitz, Sharon Alexander, Barbara Smalley, 

Kyle Lenz, Richard Cook, Ken & Darlene Amundson, Carol MacLean, Terry 

Fairchild, Janet Wilbanks, Tom & Carol Price, Donna Cedervall, Phyllis Bacon, 

Marion Keating, Sally English, Harold & Mavis Fuchs, and Susan Kirkpatrick. 

Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and 

all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we 

gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is 

not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in 

your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A For what else do the people of God celebrate and pray? 
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P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. 
C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Offering 

Musical Offering 

Offering Hymn         As the Grains of Wheat      Hymnal #465 

  (printed on p. 14 of this bulletin)  
Offering Prayer 

P Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty  

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us  

messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation will sing verses in BOLD print.)  Hymnal p. 144 

      The Lord be with you. 

      And also with you. 

      Lift up your hearts. 

      We lift them to the Lord. 

      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Preface 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  
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  Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join  

 their unending hymn: 

C                Holy, Holy, Holy               Hymnal p. 191 

    Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might; 

    heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

    Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 

    Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest! 

Words of Institution 

P   Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the  

  birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you  

  for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and  

  dreams. Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for  

  your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  

  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  

  body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

  saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

  for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will  

  come again. 

 With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of  
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 grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We  

 look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your  

  Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift  

  of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

  Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Invitation to Communion 

Lamb of God                       

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us,  

mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you break the chains of hatred and fear: have mercy on us, 

mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace, 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the Guests.  All are invited 
to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and cup.  Grape juice 
(light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a server.  The communion cups will  
be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other space left open to allow you to take without 
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touching neighboring cups.  Bread will be pre-cut.  You will walk up to the altar steps to receive 
bread and wine, with no kneeling at the front.  Communion servers will wear masks and gloves. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ given for you 
The blood of Christ shed for you 
And you may respond:  Amen 

Music During Communion    

Post-Communion Prayer 

P God of light, we thank you for the many gifts you have given us, and we pray 

today that you will teach us to be truly joyful. Help us remember that you supply 

your needs and fill our lives with meaning.  Fill our days with keen awareness of 

your presence, and fill our hearts with praise as we celebrate this joyful Advent 

season.  

C Amen. 

Blessing  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with  grace and 

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

*Sending Hymn                    People Look East                             Hymn #248 
                                            (printed on p. 15 this bulletin)           
*Dismissal 
P Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude   
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