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Worship Service 
for 

December 18, 2022,  9:00am 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
812 N. Fifth St. 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
(208) 664-5743 

 
Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and 

enlightened by God’s grace.   
We serve God by serving others. 
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Prelude                  

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness   (Read Responsively) 

P If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive 

our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 Most Merciful God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and 

in truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our 

light and our truth. Amen. 

P  With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 

C Thanks be to God! 

*Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…. of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
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Candle Lighting Music 

 

Responsive Litany Candle Lighting    (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.) 

P  Advent is a time to let go of anger and fear. 

C  God of love, fill our hearts with true compassion. 

P  Advent is a time to look for the best in others. 

C  God of love, help us to speak truth with kindness. 

P  Advent is a time to share with those in need. 

C  God of love, remind us that in giving, we receive. 

P  Advent is a time to notice and appreciate the good around us. 

C  God of love, help us see the world through loving eyes. 

Candle Lighting 

Today we light four candles – the candles of hope, peace, joy, and the candle 

representing love. This candle is a symbol of Christ’s eternal love for us, as well as a 

reminder that we have been instructed to love others as we love ourselves. Because  
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God is love, and because we were created in God’s image, we ourselves are the 

embodiment of God’s love here on earth. Love is patient and kind and powerful, and 

we all share the calling to go into the world and spread that love to others. 

*Prayer of the Day 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 

your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Word 

First Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-16                                          Pew Bible p. 623 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. 
In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah 
reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign 
that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 

the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 

weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 

him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.)  

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 

enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save 

us! 

3Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

4O Lord GOD of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 

measure. 

6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made 

strong for yourself. 

18Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 

19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading:  Romans 1:1-7                               Pew Bible p. 1024 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself 
as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised 
coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 
including his Roman audience. 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the 

gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and 

was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received  
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grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 

the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation                 Alleluia Verse            Hymnal p. 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

*Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25                                         Pew Bible p. 877 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 
saves.” 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him  

Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
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the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 

her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                     - Pastor Dan Forsgren 

*Hymn of the Day                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                Hymn #257 
   (printed on p. 13 of this bulletin) 

Confirmation of Faith      Apostles’ Creed          Hymnal p. 105 

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the  

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People  

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

A God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 

discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take 

away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, 

in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety 

of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect 

creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. 

God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, 

refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and 

families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any 

who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for 

gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be 

present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery 
especially Micah Price, Nick Taskey, Heather Wilson, Jonnie Dempsey, Sharon 

Alexander, Barbara Smalley, Kyle Lenz, Richard Cook, Ken & Darlene 

Amundson, Carol MacLean, Terry Fairchild, Janet Wilbanks, Tom & Carol Price, 

Donna Cedervall, Phyllis Bacon, Marion Keating, Sally English, Harold & Mavis 

Fuchs, and Susan Kirkpatrick. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God 

forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise 

and bring us also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A For what else do the people of God celebrate and pray? 
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P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. 
C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Offering 

Musical Offering 

Offering Hymn         As the Grains of Wheat        Hymnal #465 

  (printed on p. 14 of this bulletin)  
Offering Prayer 

P Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty  

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us  

messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation will sing verses in BOLD print.)  Hymnal p. 144 

      The Lord be with you. 

      And also with you. 

      Lift up your hearts. 

      We lift them to the Lord. 

      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Preface 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  
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  Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join  

 their unending hymn: 

C                Holy, Holy, Holy               Hymnal p. 191 

    Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might; 

    heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

    Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 

    Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest! 

Words of Institution 

P   Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the  

  birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you  

  for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and  

  dreams. Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for  

  your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  

  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  

  body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

  saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

  for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

C  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of  

 grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We  

 look with hope for his coming.  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your  

  Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift  

  of peace on earth.  

C  Come, Holy Spirit. 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

  Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Invitation to Communion 

Lamb of God                       

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us,  

mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you break the chains of hatred and fear: have mercy on us, 

mercy on us, mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace, 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the Guests.  All are invited 
to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and cup.  Grape juice 
(light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a server.  The communion cups will  
be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other space left open to allow you to take without 
touching neighboring cups.  Bread will be pre-cut.  You will walk up to the altar steps to receive 
bread and wine, with no kneeling at the front.  Communion servers will wear masks and gloves. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ given for you 
The blood of Christ shed for you 
And you may respond:  Amen 

Music During Communion    

Post-Communion Prayer 

P God of love, we open our hearts to you today and ask that you fill us with the 

power of your love. Take away our bitterness, greed, and jealousy. Remind us 

that we are brothers and sisters, all sharing the wonderful gift of life. Help us 

treat others with respect and love, and help us care for the world you have given 

us with loving hearts and gentle hands.  

C Amen. 

Blessing  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with  grace and 

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

*Sending Hymn            Comfort, Comfort Now My People                       Hymn #256 
                                            (printed on p. 15 this bulletin)           
*Dismissal 
P Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude   
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