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The First Sunday of Christmas 
 

Worship Service of Holy Communion 
December 27, 2020 

 

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
812 N. Fifth St. 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
(208) 664-5743 

 
Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and 

enlightened by God’s grace.   
We serve God by serving others.        
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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude  

Confession and Forgiveness   (Read Responsively) 

 P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you  

  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

   For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us,  
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  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
 
  in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
 

Confession Song                Gather Us In            Hymnal #532 - Instrumental 
 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

*Prayer of the Day 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that 

willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Word 
 
Introduction to the Word          - Rev. Grant MacLean 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:10-11; 62:1-3 

To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that 
God’s salvation will fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the 
nations and righteousness and praise will spring up as surely as the earth puts 
forth vegetation. 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me 

with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  11For as the earth 

brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 

up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 

all the nations. 

62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 

not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation 

like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the 

kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of 



5 
 

 

the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Carol                Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming       Hymnal #272  
  (Printed on p. 17 this bulletin)         Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
     

Reflection on the Word 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 148           (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.) 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were 

created, 

6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall 

not pass away. 

7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
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9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

12young men and maidens, old and young together.  

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose 

splendor is over earth and heaven. 

14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all  

faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. 

Hallelujah! ' 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol                What Child Is This    Hymnal #296  
   (Printed on p. 18 this bulletin)       Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
      
Reflection on Word 
 

Second Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7 

Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us 
from the law’s condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as 
beloved children. 
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4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so  

that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 

7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 

through God. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol     Silent Night       Hymnal #281 
  (Printed on p. 19 this bulletin)         Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild  
 

Reflection on the Word. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia Verse      

(Congregation will read) 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*Gospel Reading:  Luke 2:22-40 

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to 
Judaism. His family is devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is 
recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel. 
 



8 
 

 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

[Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the  

 
Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy  

 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 

28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you 

are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes 

have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all 
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peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 

 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 

said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,  

“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 

be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

   36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 

of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 

after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never  

 

 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 

38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the  

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

   39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 

they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew 
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and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 

him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

Carol  O Come, All Ye Faithful     Hymnal #283  
  (Printed on p. 20 this bulletin)         Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
 
Reflection on the Word 

*Hymn of the Day         O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him 
                                          O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord 
 
*Confession of Faith            Apostles’ Creed                  

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
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communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

A  Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your 

church across nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with 

wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. 

Hear us, O God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

C Your mercy is great. 

A All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth 

its shoots and gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and  

 
frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and 

growth. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and 

praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and 
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integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling 

with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to 

hearts that race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that 

long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal and to save, especially 

Family & Friends of Sean (son of Shirley Belstad’s friend, Jim), Baby 

Simon Amador, Ken Amundson,  Jacob Markham, Lt. Col. Sarah 

Brehm, Linda Seitz, Lee Ray, Michael Mundt, Ron McCray, Loretta 

Olson, Jim McDonnell, Marion Keating, Sally English, June Gittel,  

 

 
Delores Luttropp, Mavis Fuchs, and Susan Kirkpatrick. Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and 

joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who 
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work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or 

health care. Connect young and old across generations.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A For what else do the people of God celebrate and pray? 

P God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 

these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 

P Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and 

salvation to the earth.  Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all 

who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
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C Amen. 
 
*Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise 

The Preface 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 

promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things  

 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the  

  hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C    Holy, Holy, Holy     (Congregation will read) 
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    Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might, 

    heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it  

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my  

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer               

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
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our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  

us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Lamb of God       Hymnal p. 154 - Instrumental 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the Guests.  All 
are invited to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and 
cup.  Grape juice (light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a  
server.  The communion cups will be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other 
space left open to allow you to take without touching neighboring cups.  Bread will  
be pre-cut.  You will walk up to the altar steps to receive bread and wine, with no 
kneeling at the front.  Communion servers will wear masks and gloves. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
 

The body of Christ given for you 
The blood of Christ shed for you 
And you may respond:  Amen 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us  

from your very self with the body and blood of Christ.  Through this  

mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
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C Amen. 
 

Blessing  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
 

 grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  
 

peace. 
 

C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn               Go Tell It on the Mountain         Hymnal #290 
  (printed on p. 21 this bulletin)  Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming 
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What Child IsThis 
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Silent Night 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain 
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