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Worship Service of Holy Communion 
December 20, 2020 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

812 N. Fifth St. 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

 
Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and 

enlightened by God’s grace.   
We serve God by serving others.        
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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude  

Confession and Forgiveness   (Read Responsively) 

 P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you  

  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

   For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us,  
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  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
 
  in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
 

Confession Song                Gather Us In            Hymnal #532 - Instrumental 
 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

*Lighting of the Advent Candle 

P We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of  

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 

open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among 

us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 

coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C Amen. 
4 Candles are Lit 
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Hymn  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah     Hymnal #240, verse 4 
     (p. 19 this bulletin)           Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 

*Prayer of the Day 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that 

willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

The Word 
 

First Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish 
David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king 
sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise 
and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed. 
 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 

3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is 

with you.” 
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4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and 

tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 

people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 

tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 

of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 

whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you 

not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my 

servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 

from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 

been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 

ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 

plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 

more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time 

that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from 

all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will  
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make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26            (Congregation will read verses in BOLD type.) 

1I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; with my mouth I will 

proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 

2I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness 

is as firm as the heavens. 

3You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my 

servant David: 

4'I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all 

generations.'" 

19Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: "I have set the 

crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people. 

20I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
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21my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. 
 
22The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him. 

23I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. 

24My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name 

his horn shall be exalted. 

25I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. 

26He shall cry to me, 'You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my 

salvation!' 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 16:25-27 

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation 
for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all nations. 
 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 

was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
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prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the  

only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation        Alleluia Verse      

(Congregation will read) 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary 
people from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, 
but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special 
emphasis in this gospel. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
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30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative  

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 

me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
Sermon                                - Pastor Dan Forsgren 
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*Hymn of the Day           Savior of the Nations, Come           Hymnal #263 
     (printed on p. 20 this bulletin)  Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
 
*Confession of Faith            Apostles’ Creed                  

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

A  God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this 

weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
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A Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we 

pray for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the 

faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and 

strengthen us in love and service to our community. Hear us, O God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

C Your mercy is great. 

A Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first 

to you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and 

soils that surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We 

pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of 

people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create 

societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send 

the rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food  
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and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and 

food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. 

Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround 

everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender 

presence, especially Family & Friends of David Syverson (former TLC 

member & brother of TLC member, Clarie Kuball), Jacob Markham, Lt. 

Col. Sarah Brehm, Linda Seitz, Lee Ray, Michael Mundt, Ron McCray, 

Loretta Olson, Jim McDonnell, Marion Keating, Sally English, June 

Gittel, Delores Luttropp, Mavis Fuchs, and Susan Kirkpatrick.  Hear 

us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A For what else do the people of God celebrate and pray? 

P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 

Offering Prayer 

P Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in  

every season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world  

will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
*Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise 
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The Preface 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 

promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things  

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the  

  hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C    Holy, Holy, Holy     (Congregation will read) 
 
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might, 

    heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

  Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
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  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

  Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

  Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

  Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took  

  bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

  saying: 

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it  

  for all to  drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for  

  all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling  

  among us, full of grace and truth. 

  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

  We look with hope for his coming. 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this  

  meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people. 

  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C  Come, Holy Spirit. 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer               

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
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us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God       Hymnal p. 154 - Instrumental 
 
The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the Guests.  All 
are invited to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and 
cup.  Grape juice (light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a  
server.  The communion cups will be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other 
space left open to allow you to take without touching neighboring cups.  Bread will  
be pre-cut.  You will walk up to the altar steps to receive bread and wine, with no 
kneeling at the front.  Communion servers will wear masks and gloves. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
 

The body of Christ given for you 
The blood of Christ shed for you 
And you may respond:  Amen 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and  

we rejoice.  In this bread and cup you give us life forever.  In your  

boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s  

needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Blessing  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel         Hymnal #257 
  (printed on p. 21 this bulletin)  Duet - Gerry Fairchild & Terry Fairchild 
 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude 
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Sing verse 4 
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