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Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and 

enlightened by God’s grace.   
We serve God by serving others.        
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Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness   (Read Responsively) 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 

may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his  

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen. 

Opening Carol   Once in Royal David’s City    ELW #269 
(Printed on p. 12 of this bulletin) 

P Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let us open our hearts and our ears to 

once again, hear the message of the angels.  To go, in our minds, even to  
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Bethlehem and witness this thing that has come to pass, to see the baby lying in 

the manger, to hear the story once again of Emmanuel, God with us.   

Therefore, let us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes 

of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption 

brought to us by this holy Child. 

But first, let us pray… 

Good and gracious God, as we bask in the light of your son who has come unto 

us, we ask that you would unite us with those who celebrate the birth of Christ 

across this world you created, from the deepest valleys to the highest heights;  

with those who rejoice with song and voice, and with those who are weighed 

down with grief, illness, poverty, hunger, or injustices.  Be with families who are 

together in these days, and be with those who are separated by either distance, 

time or circumstance.  Let you light shine on those who are suffering whether it 

is in mind, body or spirit, all those members of our congregation who are not 

able to be with us, and those closest to us as well.  May your light shine in the 

darkest places on earth, and give hope to those who need it.  We ask that the 

light of your wisdom shine into our hearts, and open our minds to the 

knowledge of your Word; that we may think and act according to your good 

will, and may we continue to bear your light and your love in all we do.  In the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Carol           Good Christian Friends Rejoice   ELW #288 
(Printed on p. 13 of this bulletin) 

 

 

Lesson #1     Genesis 3:8-15 
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8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the  

LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and 

said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 

 11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 

which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to 

be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to 

the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked 

me, and I ate." 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this,  

cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you 

shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between 

you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, 

and you will strike his heel." 

Carol         Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   ELW #254 
(Printed on p. 14 of this bulletin) 

Lesson #2     Genesis 22:15-18 

15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, 

"By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your 

offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 

And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring 

shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed 

my voice." 

Carol        O Come O Come Emmanuel   ELW #257 v. 1-4 
(Printed on p. 15 of this bulletin) 
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Lesson #3     Isaiah 9:2;6-7 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness -- on them light has shined.6 For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow 

continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Carol      I Saw Three Ships    

I saw three ships come sailing in 

On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 

I saw three ships come sailing in 

On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

And all the bells on earth shall ring, 

On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 

And all the bells on earth shall ring, 

 

On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 

On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 

And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 

On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

And all the souls on earth shall sing, 

On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 

And all the souls on earth shall sing, 

On Christmas Day in the morning. 
 

Then let us all rejoice again, 
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On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 

Then let us all rejoice again,  

On Christmas Day in the morning. 

Lesson #4     Isaiah 11:1-9 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what  

his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge 

the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 

loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 

calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow 

and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat  

straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. 

Carol     Of The Father’s Love Begotten          ELW #295 
(Printed on p. 16 of this bulletin) 

Lesson #5     Micah 5:2-4 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor 

has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And  
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he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 

name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the 

ends of the earth. 

Carol      O Little Town of Bethlehem          ELW#279 
(Printed on p. 17 of this bulletin) 

Lesson #6     Matthew 1:18-23 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just  

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 "Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is 

with us." 

Carol     God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  

God rest ye merry gentlemen let nothing you dismay 

Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy comfort and joy 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy 
 

In Bethlehem, in Israel this blessed Babe was born 

And laid within a manger upon this blessed morn 

The which His Mother Mary did nothing take in scorn 
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Oh tidings of comfort and joy comfort and joy 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy 
 

Fear not then, said the Angel let nothing you affright 

This day is born a Savior of a pure Virgin bright 

To free all those who trust in Him from Satan's pow'r and might 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy comfort and joy 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy 
 

God rest ye merry gentlemen let nothing you dismay 

Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy comfort and joy 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy 

Lesson #7     Luke 2:8-16 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be 

afraid; for see -- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is  

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,1 the Lord. 12 This will be 

a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,1 praising 

God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors!"1 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
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Carol           On Christmas Night           ELW #274 
(Printed on p. 18 of this bulletin) 

Lesson #8      John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 

life,1 and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the  

 
darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through  

him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 

world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to 

what was his own,1 and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the 

Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son,1 full of grace and truth. 

Carol         O Come All Ye Faithful            ELW #283 
(Printed on p. 19 of this bulletin) 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

* Offering plates can be found in each of the aisles for your offering. 

*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation will sing verses in BOLD print.)  Hymnal p. 144 

      The Lord be with you. 

      And also with you. 

 
      Lift up your hearts. 
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      We lift them to the Lord. 

      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Preface 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,  

beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 

cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C                Holy, Holy, Holy               Hymnal p. 144 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might, 

    heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna. Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 

    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C Amen.  

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer               
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you. 

Lamb of God                      Hymnal p. 146 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

The Lord’s Supper 
We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the Guests.  All are invited 
to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and cup.  Grape juice 
(light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a  server.  The communion cups will 
be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other space left open to allow you to take without  
touching neighboring cups.  Bread will be pre-cut.  You will walk up to the altar steps to receive 
bread and wine, with no kneeling at the front.  Communion servers will wear masks and gloves. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
 

The body of Christ given for you 
The blood of Christ shed for you 
And you may respond:  Amen 

 

Music During Communion     
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and 

wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with 

all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction 
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May He who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 

with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 

*Closing Carol             From Heaven Above                    ELW #268, v. 12-14 

(Printed on p. 20 of this bulletin) 
*Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Carols in Order As Listed in Bulletin 
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