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Trinity is a Christ-centered community of believers, saved and
enlightened by God’s grace.
We serve God by serving others.
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Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness

(Read Responsively)

P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God,

C

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

Opening Carol

Angels, From the Realms of Glory
ELW #275
(Printed on p. 11 of this bulletin)
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P

People of God, in this Christmas Season, let it be both our duty and our delight
to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son
of God lying in the manger.
Let us hear once again the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy
Child Jesus, and let our voices make this place ring with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray…
Heavenly Father, we pray for the needs of your whole world, for peace and
justice on earth, for the unity and the mission for which Christ died, and for
God’s church in our country and in this city.
Let us remember in God’s name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry,
the oppressed, those who are suffering whether in mind, body, or spirit, those
who grieve, the lonely, the little children, and the aged; all people, those who
know you, and those who have yet to know your great love for them.
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the light of your incarnate Word.
Grant that this light, may burn in our hearts, may it shine forth in our lives
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen

Lesson #1
The Lord says,

Isaiah 49:6b-10, 12-13

"It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and
to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth."
7

Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply

despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, "Kings shall see and stand up,
3

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."
8

Thus says the LORD: In a time of favor I have answered you, on a day of salvation I

have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the people,1 to
establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages; 9 saying to the prisoners, "Come
out," to those who are in darkness, "Show yourselves." They shall feed along the ways,
on all the bare heights1 shall be their pasture; 10 they shall not hunger or thirst, neither
scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has pity on them will lead
them, and by springs of water will guide them.
12

Lo, these shall come from far away, and lo, these from the north and from the west,

and these from the land of Syene.1 13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break
forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has comforted his people, and will
have compassion on his suffering ones.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Carol

In the Bleak Midwinter

ELW #294 verses 1-2
(Printed on p. 12 of this bulletin)

Lesson #2
Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
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Carol

Go Tell It on the Mountain
ELW #290
(Printed on p. 13 of this bulletin)

Lesson #3
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men1 from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,1 and have come to pay him homage." 3
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah1 was to be born. 5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet: 6 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd1 my people Israel.'" 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men1 and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9 When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising,1 until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that
the star had stopped,1 they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own

country by another road.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Carol

What Child Is This
ELW #296
(Printed on p. 14 of this bulletin)
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Lesson #4
Luke 2:22-35
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the
Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), 24 and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons."
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;1 this man was

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah.1 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon1 came
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon1 took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,
29

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant1 in peace, according to your word; 30

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."
33

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34

Then Simeon1 blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed -- and a sword will pierce your own soul
too."
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Carol

That Boy-Child of Mary
ELW #293
(Printed on p. 15 of this bulletin)
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Lesson #5
Luke 2:41-52
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the
festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents1 saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this?
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 49 He said to
them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?"1 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,1
and in divine and human favor.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Carol
Lesson #6
John the Baptist said,

Joy to the World
ELW #267
Printed on p. 16 of this bulletin)
John 1:23-31

"I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the
Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
25

They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,1 nor

Elijah, nor the prophet?" 26 John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you
7

stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal." 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing. 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and
declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of
whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.' 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that
he might be revealed to Israel."
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
Carol

All Glory Be to God on High
ELW #410
(Printed on p. 17 of this bulletin)

Sharing the Peace
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
* Offering plates can be found in each of the aisles for your offering.
*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation will sing verses in BOLD print.) Hymnal p. 144
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Preface
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
8

cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C

Holy, Holy, Holy

Hymnal p. 144

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
heav'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
P
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
C

Amen.

P

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.
Lamb of God
Hymnal p. 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
9

The Lord’s Supper
We celebrate together the Meal of Grace. The Lord is Host. We are the Guests. All are invited
to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and cup. Grape juice
(light liquid) and gluten-free wafers are available by asking a server. The communion cups will
be pre-filled and placed in trays with every other space left open to allow you to take without
touching neighboring cups. Bread will be pre-cut. You will walk up to the altar steps to receive
bread and wine, with no kneeling at the front. Communion servers will wear masks and gloves.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ given for you
The blood of Christ shed for you
And you may respond: Amen
Music During Communion
Post-Communion Prayer
P

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with
all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C

Amen.

Benediction
P
May almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in
this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the
light of his holiness. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit
C

Amen.

*Closing Carol

Peace Came to Earth
ELW #285
(Printed on p. 18 of this bulletin)

*Dismissal
P
C

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
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